This paper develops a methodology to measure the degree of economic integration between nations that are members of an integrated area. We show that a fully integrated economic area (IEA) is characterized by three properties regarding the distribution of member shares of total IEA output and total IEA stocks of physical and human capital. We then show that the expected distribution of member shares within a fully IEA is a harmonic series, with the share distribution depending only on the number of IEA members. This property is then used to develop a composite indicator of the degree of economic integration within an IEA that indicates the distance between the theoretical and actual distribution of shares: the closer is the actual distribution to the expected distribution, the greater the degree of integration. We empirically compute our degree of integration index for US states, and alternative regional trading agreements (e.g., EU countries, MERCOSUR, Bangkok Agreement, etc.) and a World comprising 64 countries. JEL Classification: E13, F15, F21, F22, O57
Introduction
The past decade has witnessed a surge of negotiating activity around regional trade agreements (RTAs) as numerous subsets of countries have sought deeper integration among themselves. The WTO expects close to 400 RTAs to be implemented by 2010.
1 To date, the most notable examples of RTAs include NAFTA (United States, Canada and Mexico), the accession of 12 additional countries into the European Union (EU), and MERCOSUR.
However, there are several ongoing efforts to initiate or renew agreements among a variety of nations (e.g., Free Trade for the Americas, ASEAN). On average, each trading nation is currently a member of six preferential agreements. However, the typical developed country of the Northern hemisphere is on average a member of thirteen agreements (World Bank, 2005) .
Geographically, free trade initiatives are unevenly distributed across various parts of the world. Regional economic integration has come late to East Asia, but its pace has accelerated since the creation of the WTO.
The present "spaghetti bowl" of preferential treatments is a complex web of treaties and rules whose prospects for a reallocation of global production are fundamental, but not yet fully understood (Bhagwati, 2002) . The potential for greater mobility of productive factors within any given integrated area is increasingly powerful, not only because cross-border factor flows are becoming more important, 2 but also because the international trade literature has long recognized that cross-border factor flows and trade in goods and services can be substitutes (Mundell, 1957) or complements (Markusen, 1983) . Hence, reduced barriers to the movement of goods and of productive factors within a RTA would be expected to affect 1 See the WTO website for an update of existing and planned free trade initiatives. 2 The importance of factor mobility in many parts of the world is evidenced by the growing importance in many nations' balance of payments of remittances from abroad (e.g., International Monetary Fund, 2004) . Capital flows in the form of foreign direct investment continue to be important among industrialized countries and they are increasingly also being directed toward developing countries.
the final distribution of production across RTA members. Since integration is multidimensional, the measurement of its intensity is a challenging issue of considerable importance. This paper is an attempt at developing such a methodology.
Quantification of the degree of economic integration within an IEA generates fresh insights into a number of critical questions. First, it is important to evaluate integration efforts of major existing RTAs and to observe how these evolve through time. Second, it allows for a comparison of the degree of economic integration across different RTAs since the coverage and depth of preferential treatments vary from one agreement to the other. For example, some RTAs involve only traditional tariff-cutting policies while others include rules on e.g.
services, competition, investment and migration, and further institutional arrangements like the European Monetary Union to adopt a single currency. The economic union of the United
States is perhaps the most sophisticated form of integration, with member states unifying all economic and socio-economic policies. As a rule, it is believed in policy circles that the degree of integration increases with the intensity of policy harmonization. Finally, assessing the degree of economic integration for the world as a whole serves to quantify the effects of globalization. On the one hand, most WTO liberalization initiatives that emerged from the Uruguay Round went into force only in the mid-1990s. On the other hand, the architecture of an RTA is discriminatory since member countries seek to eliminate trade barriers among themselves but maintain those on imports from non-member countries, with numerous rules of origin also usually imposed to prevent the free movement of goods even within a RTA.
Several empirical studies estimate the extent of economic integration by openness, often measured by the ratio of trade to GDP. Greenaway et al. (2001) extend these proxies to construct the so-called index of extended intra-industry trade that can distinguish between penetration of a market due to increased imports versus increased production by domestic affiliates of foreign companies. However, a trade measure is a narrow indicator of the changes brought about by a RTA, and for this reason broader measures of globalization have also been estimated. For example, Andersen and Herbertsson (2003) use factor analysis to combine several variables believed to be indicators of globalization into a single indicator. Riezman et al. (2005 Riezman et al. ( , 2006 use applied general equilibrium techniques to compute alternative metrics of the distance between free trade, autarky and observed (restricted) trade equilibria. Our point of departure relative to this literature is that we seek to measure the degree of integration within a given RTA. In addition, we consider forms of integration that are deeper than "globalization" in that the latter is considered a liberalization process that leads to "a reduction in the barriers -whether technological or legislative -to economic exchanges between nations" (Ethier, 2002) . Our analysis expands on this to include also economic and socio-economic policy coordination.
Our indicator of the degree of integration measures the distance between observed values (shares) of output and factor stocks across RTA members and the values (shares) expected theoretically to emerge within a fully IEA, the latter being an IEA in which goods and factors are freely mobile and policies are harmonized. The theoretical foundation of our indicator uses the cross-country equalization of factor marginal products as the force driving the allocation of resources across IEA members, and we combine this with the latest developments regarding the increasingly observed empirical regularity of Zipf's law in economic data (e.g., Gabaix, 2008) . Our framework yields three related theoretical predictions. The first is that factor mobility among members of a fully IEA implies that each member's share of total IEA output will equal its shares of the total IEA stock of each productive factor (i.e., its shares of total IEA physical and human capital). We call this theoretical outcome the "equal-share" relationship. The second prediction is that the distribution of output and productive factors across IEA members is expected to exhibit Zipf's law; 3 this law establishes a specific relationship among member shares of output and productive factors, namely, that the e.g. output share of the largest member is two times that of the second largest member, three times that of the third largest member, etc. Of course, the question arises as to why Zipf's law will occur. In the literature, a central mechanism for the emergence of Zipf's law is random growth of shares, and similarly our explanation builds on the random nature of output and factor shares that arises from policy harmonization within an IEA. In this setting, we apply the results of Gabaix (1999) to infer that if IEA member shares evolve as geometric Brownian motion with a lower bound, then the limiting distribution of these shares will exhibit Zipf's law. Thirdly, if Zipf's law holds, we show that the expected distribution of shares within an IEA is a harmonic series, where the shares of this series depend only on the number of IEA members. This allows us to derive, for an IEA of fixed size, the expected distribution of shares across IEA members. The closer the actual distribution of shares is from this expected distribution the greater the degree of integration within the given IEA. Our measure of the degree of economic integration reflects therefore the distance between expected and actual distributions.
Given the potential importance of our metrics for future integration policies, we empirically compute our measures of integration for the 50 US states and the District of Columbia (hereafter called the 51 US states) and for different RTAs (e.g., EU countries, Andean Community, MERCOSUR, Latin American Integration Association, and Bangkok Agreement) and a "world" comprising 64 countries. 4 The data generally cover the period from 1965 to 2000.
3 Other recent theoretical and empirical contributions show Zipf's law to be an empirical regularity in international trade. For example, Hinloopen and van Marrewijk (2006) find that the Balassa index of comparative advantage obeys to the rank-size rule, and very often to Zipf's law. Also, the size distribution of exporters analyzed in Helpman et al. (2004) conforms roughly to Zipf's law. 4 This is the scenario dreamed of by ideological organizations like the Global Awareness Society International (GASI): "Globalization has made possible what was once merely a vision: the peoples of our world united under the roof of one Global Village". See the GASI website, originally cited in Rodrik (1997) .
The remainder of the paper is as follows. Section 2 derives the theoretical properties of a fully integrated economic area with respect to the distribution of output and factors across IEA members and the expectation that member shares of IEA output and factors will evolve randomly. Section 3 discusses the implications of this randomness for the long-run distribution of output and factors across IEA members and the expectation that member shares will conform to a rank-share distribution that exhibits Zipf's law. Section 4 computes the theoretical shares and describes the data used to measure actual shares for a given IEA.
Section 5 provides a weak test of the equal-share relationship. Section 6 defines our integration measures and computes these measures for alternative economic groups. Section 7 summarizes and discusses the consequences of our findings. An Appendix discusses data methods and sources.
Equality of Output and Factor Shares
We consider an economy (or economic unit) that produces a single good by means of a constant return to scale production function:
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where γ is an efficiency parameter, δ the degree of physical capital usage, and ρ is a substitution parameter such that the elasticity of substitution between the two inputs is σ = 1/(1 + ρ). Given (2), the marginal product of physical capital is:
(1 )/
Combining (2) and (3) one can write:
Similarly, the expression for the marginal product of effective labor (human capital) is:
(1 ) (1 )
We now introduce a second economy and consider the implications of allowing factor mobility between the two economies. We assume initially that the two countries share a common technology. Later in Section 4, we will extend our analysis to allow for technological differences and also discuss the implications of other assumptions.
Assuming perfect mobility of physical and human capital between the two economies, and that goods are freely traded, we expect each factor to flow from the low-return to the high-return country until its marginal product is equalized between the two economies. For our IEA comprising two countries, this equality in real rates of return can be written:
where '*' indicates second economy variables. Due to the assumption of identical technologies, these expressions imply equality of average factor productivities (the inverse of unit factor requirements):
Traditionally, the magnitudes in (9) and (10) serve as a basis for productivity calculations and comparisons across countries. However, unlike the existing literature (e.g., Hall and Jones, 1999) where productivity is measured by output per worker, equation (10) We are now fully equipped to illustrate the implications of the model for the distribution of output and factors between the two economies. To obtain a first expression of our key relationship we note first that the ratio of (9) to (10) yields an equality between ratios of human to physical capital:
Since a common scaling of the levels of each factor in each country will leave the ratios in (11) unchanged, the equality of factor ratios in (11) implies also their equality to the ratio of the sum of their numerator terms to the sum of their denominator terms:
Similarly, the equality of ratios in (9) implies:
Together, expressions (12) and (13) imply the following set of equalities:
Relationship (14) indicates the distribution of factors and economic activity between the two economies of our IEA. Specifically, when technologies are identical and there are no barriers to factor mobility, each economy's shares of total IEA output, physical capital and human capital will be identical. We hereafter call (14) the equal-share relationship.
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Relationship (14) extends easily to an IEA with l = 1,..., N members. Specifically, if all members have the same technology and there is perfect mobility of physical and human capital among members then the equalization of factor rates of return implies:
or S nHt = S nYt = S nKt in compact form, where S njt represents member n's share of the total IEA
The equal-share relationship (15) has implications regarding the relative economic performance of IEA members. For example, consider a reallocation of physical capital among IEA members that leaves the total IEA stock of capital unchanged. From (15), any country that gains physical capital will experience an increase in the return to human capital and hence will accumulate human capital either on its own, or through an inflow of human capital from those IEA members whose physical capital was reduced. An IEA member that gains physical and human capital will subsequently increase its output, and hence also its share of total IEA output, to re-establish the equality of its output and factor shares as in (15). By the same reasoning, an inflow of foreign direct investment into one IEA member will increase that member's share of total IEA physical capital and its return to human capital, ultimately raising the country's shares of both total IEA human capital and total IEA output.
In addition to insights regarding the effects of factor accumulation on the distribution of output among IEA members, equation (15) offers a key insight on the effects of pursuing coordinated versus independent policies within an IEA. To understand this, assume that IEA member n increases its human capital by a factor λ . It then follows from (15) that, as described above, this member's shares of total IEA physical capital and total IEA output will also increase. In contrast, if all IEA members increase their human capital by the common factor λ then all shares would remain the same. This suggests that the more harmonized (coordinated) are the economic policies of IEA members the more likely are member shares to be stable over time with, in the extreme, full harmonization implying that members' shares are constant over time. In this case, any change over time in members' shares would arise only from random events such as innovation, resource discovery, natural disasters, civil unrest, etc. Since randomness of members' shares is more likely the greater the extent of economic and socio-economic integration among members, such randomness is more likely if members do not run independent monetary or exchange rate policies, fiscal policies are constrained by institutions, education systems are harmonized, and successful local industrial policies are rapidly imitated. Accepting that changes in output and factor shares in a fully integrated economy will occur randomly, the question then arises as to the implications of this randomness for the long run distribution of economic activity across IEA members. This is the subject of the next section.
Long Run Distribution of Activity
Our interest in the long-run distribution of activity within a fully integrated economic area is that it can serve as the benchmark for measuring of the extent of integration within a given IEA. Toward this end, we adapt the specification and results of Gabaix (1999) to our setting to derive the implications of random shares for the long-run distribution of economic activity within an IEA. Specifically, Gabaix shows (his Proposition 1) that if the city shares of a nation's population evolve randomly as geometric Brownian motion with an infinitesimal lower bound then the steady state distribution of these shares will be a rank-size distribution that exhibits the property known as Zipf's law. This law implies the existence of a relationship between the values of a given variable (share) and the rank number of these values. This means, for example, that the population share of a nation's secondary largest city will be one-half the population share of its largest (first ranked) city.
Translating Gabaix's (1999) result to our framework requires the assumption that the evolution of an IEA member's output and factor shares can be approximated by geometric
Brownian motion with a lower bound. Formally, this assumes that the growth over time in the shares of member n is captured by the following dynamic process: μ is a drift parameter, and σ is the standard deviation of the distribution of shares. As in Gabaix, the distribution of the growth rates of shares is assumed to be common to all IEA members; this translates to assuming that the values of μ and σ are common to all IEA members. The specification of Brownian motion in (16) is only one of many ways to model random dynamics, but it has the property of being parsimonious in terms of number of parameters. The assumption of a lower bound on shares seems realistic in our context since important income transfers are institutionalized to prevent states/regions/countries from vanishing: relief programs are in place in case of disasters like a tsunami; the EU maintains a social fund and a regional fund. 
In this expression, R njt denotes the rank number of share value S njt at time t, obtained by ranking shares S njt in descending order and assigning rank number R njt = 1 to the largest share value. Given this, expression (17) implies a specific relationship among shares, namely,
Hence, as noted earlier, Zipf's law implies that the share value of the highest ranked (largest) economy is twice the share value of the second ranked economy, three times the share value of the third ranked economy, etc.
Equation (17) provides the foundation for deriving the expected or long-run distribution of shares within a fully integrated economy. First, note that (17) implies that S njt = γ jt for the first ranked country (R njt =1) and hence that the constant γ jt (0 < γ jt < 1) is the share of variable j for the highest ranked IEA member. In turn, this result has implications for the equal-share relationship. Specifically, if γ Yt = γ Kt = γ Ht then by definition the equal-share relationship holds for the largest IEA member. Given this, the proportional relationship indicated in (17) between any member's share and the share of largest IEA member (e.g., Besides the association between share values and their rank number as indicated by (17), it is possible to completely characterize the distribution of shares in a given IEA by exploiting the fact that the number of economies in a given IEA is finite and known. To show this, let V njt denote the level of variable j for member n and assume without loss of generality that member 1 has the largest value of variable j. Define δ njt as the ratio between member n's value of variable j and the value of variable j for member 1's at date t (i.e., δ njt = V njt / V 1jt ).
Now order the values of variable j in descending order. Since δ 1jt = 1, this descending ordering of the values of variable j across the n = 1, …, N members can be written:
Since the total IEA amount of variable j is (1 + δ 2jt + δ 3jt + … + δ Njt )V 1jt , (18) over time then the δs will also be constant (stable) over time, in which case the harmonic series in (19) can be interpreted as a long-run relationship. We therefore denote the long-run theoretical shares by nj S and drop the time subscript.
Data
Having identified the long-run properties of a fully integrated economic area we are now able to construct the necessary values for our integration metrics. For each presumably integrated area, we consider two sets of data: Given this, this section discusses the construction of these two share distributions for alternative economic groups. In particular, we consider the various regional trade agreements listed in Table 1 . Our focus is on agreements that (1) are relatively old since their effects are supposedly imbedded in the data, and (2) are of sufficient size to obtain enough observations.
We limit our sample of RTAs to those having at least four countries. (Bangkok, 1975) Bangladesh, China, India, Republic of Korea, Laos, Sri Lanka
Theoretical Shares
As indicated in the previous section, the theoretical result that the long-run distribution of shares in a fully integrated economic area will exhibit Zipf's law means the theoretical shares in (19) can be computed once the number of members (N) is specified.
Specifically, Zipf's law implies that δ 2j = 1/2, δ 3j = 1/3, δ 4j = 1/4, etc., allowing calculation of the shares in (19) for Table 2 gives the distribution of theoretical shares for each economic grouping listed in Table 1 . 
Observed Shares
An interesting feature of our data set is that it contains economies at widely different stages of economic development and integration, with a varying degree of data coverage.
Among several data issues, two stand out. First, compared to the existing literature, an important difference is that our approach deals with human capital (efficiency units of labor)
instead of labor force. This is an additional element of difficulty in that a comparable human capital proxy is needed across countries and states, and across all periods. Human capital is multifaceted and includes a complex set of human attributes, and the stock of human capital embodied in individuals is therefore hard to measure accurately by any one number.
Educational attainment is considered the best proxy for the component of human capital obtained at school, and a country's population having at least a secondary level of education is now standard in models of human capital formation (e.g., Barro and Lee, 1993, 1996) .
Accordingly, we measure a country's stock of human capital as the number of persons having at least a secondary level of education. Earlier empirical studies use school enrollment ratios or literacy rates. These data are widely available but do not adequately measure the stock of human capital available as an input to production. 8 The number of persons in a population who have successfully completed a given level of schooling seems a straightforward measure of the stock of human capital that reflects the attainment of skills and knowledge acquired through education. However, in practice there is significant variation across countries in the duration of each cycle of education. We therefore use the estimates in Barro (2000) which have taken into account this variation by using information on the typical duration of each level of schooling within countries.
A second difficulty is data on stocks of physical capital. While data are readily available for some countries, for those with missing data we apply the perpetual inventory 8 Earlier attempts to construct measure of educational attainment for international comparisons include Lau et al. (1991) and Nehru et al. (1995) . Such measures are hindered by more limited coverage and by larger measurement errors (Barro, 2000 With respect to the remaining economic groups listed in Table 1 , the output of each member country is measured by its real gross domestic product as reported in the Penn World Tables 6.1 (Heston et al., 2002) . Country physical capital stocks from 1965 to 1990 are those reported in the Penn World Tables 5.6 Summers, 1991a, 1991b) . However, data on EU country physical capital stocks for the period 1980 to 2000 were also available from Timmer et al. (2003) . 9 We combined these two data sources to obtain a capital stock series for EU countries covering 1965 to 2000. 10 For most countries of the developing world, time 9 The series forms the source of the OECD productivity database. See e.g., Schreyer et al. (2003) 10 We performed estimation using both sets of data for EU countries and found no qualitative difference in results when data are available from both sources (1980, 1985 and 1990 ). We will therefore report only the results using capital stock data from Timmer et al. (2003) during these three years.
series for the stock of physical capital were constructed using the perpetual inventory method applied to time series on real gross capital formation.
Country human capital stocks are the number of persons aged 15 and over with at least a secondary education, as reported in Barro and Lee (1996, 2000) . This over-15 age group better corresponds to the labor force for many developing countries than does the over-25 age group used in the earlier studies of Barro and Lee (1993, 2000) . However, since data on rates of educational attainment are only available every 5 years the data sample was limited to five-year intervals from 1960 to 2000.
Test of the Equal-Share Relationship
The equal-share predictions (14) and (15) are important concepts for the measurement of the extent of integration in an IEA since they provide a foundation for explaining the longrun emergence of Zipf's law with respect to output and factor shares. However, our earlier derivation of the equal-share relationship assumed economies differed only in their endowments of physical and human capital. Yet, this assumption can be questioned since the allocation of primary factors between countries may vary for other reasons.
Consider for example the case of technology differences where the parameters γ, δ and ρ in (2) differ between economies. The equality of factor rates of return between two economies obtained originally in (7) and (8) can now be written:
1 1 * * * *
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where '*' indicates second economy variables. Given this, repeating the steps of Section 2 yields the following new expression for the equal-share relationship: Deviations from (14) and (15) may arise for other reasons. For example, barriers to capital mobility may include political risk, capital controls, and tax differences that can hinder cross-border investments. Barriers to human capital mobility include government regulations on immigration and work permits, differences in pension systems and languages between countries. Such barriers to factor mobility can be analyzed by analogy to the above analysis since they introduce a wedge between marginal products. Other realistic situations could include differing endowments of natural resources, the presence of a non-tradables sector, etc. Also, the adding-up constraint of shares within each group may imply a nonlinear relationship among them. Given this, whether (14) and (15) are too simple to capture a complex world is a matter of empirical verification, that is, the equal-share prediction may not hold exactly but may hold in a statistical sense.
To provide an indication of the potential empirical validity of the equal-share relationship, we can examine for a "weak" form of this relationship, namely, that there will be conformity between (pair-wise) rankings of the output and factor shares across members of an economic group. Table 3 Despite exceptions, these results provide support for a "weak" form of the equal-share relationship. This finding may reflect that the equalization of marginal returns between countries is not used in absolute form but is instead transformed into ratios. For example, the ratio of (9) to (10) yields the ratio of human to physical capital in (11) and, using the properties of identities of ratios, we were able to derive (14). Hence, wedges between marginal products like tariffs and transport costs, which are ignored in our theoretical model but are present in the data, tend to cancel or become weaker when ratios are used. Lastly, although the equal-share predictions (14) and (15) are not essential to our integration metrics, it is surprising to observe that RTAs with high (low) correlation coefficients in Table 3 are also those that will show a high (low) degree of integration, as indicated in the next section. 
Measures of Economic Integration
In this section we propose measures of the level of integration within any particular grouping of countries. Ideally, it is desirable to have a single measure that summarizes the distance between the distribution of actual and theoretical shares. In probability theory, Kullback-Leibler divergence (KLD) is used to measure the difference between two probability distributions (Kullback and Leibler, 1951) . By analogy, KLD can be applied in our context to measure the distance between actual and theoretical share distributions. KLD is defined as:
, , 1
In this formula, S njt is the observed share value at time t whereas nj S is the timeindependent theoretical share. Values of KLD range between zero and infinity. It is zero (complete integration) when the shares are pair-wise equal, i.e., nj njt S S = at date t for all n and j. Otherwise, observed deviations indicate how far a group of economies is from full integration. One drawback of the index in (23) is that it is not symmetric, in the sense that a 
The values of the SKLD will be higher than those of KLD because all deviations between actual and theoretical shares in the SKLD index are measured positively. Table 4 presents the computed integration indicators (23) and (24) for US states and our economic groupings listed in Table 1 using data for the year 2000. As our preferred indicator (24) indicates the extent of divergence, we also invert its values to obtain an indicator of the extent of integration rather than extent of divergence; the inverted values of KLD and SKLD are denoted I-KLD and I-SLKD. The last column of Table 4 lists the value of I-SLKD for each economic group as a percentage of the value of I-SLKD obtained for the EU-14. The economic groups are listed in descending order from most to least integrated on the basis of our measures.
As Table 4 indicates, the EU-14 has the highest level of integration in year 2000. This result is surprising, in that we expected US states to show the highest level of integration. For 1990 -the other year that human capital data are available for US states -the values of I-SKLD are 9.13 for US states and 8.65 for the EU-14. Hence, in 1990, US states were slightly more integrated than the EU-14. The rise in the EU-14 level of integration may reflect a variety of factors internal to the EU-14 countries. The first is German re-unification which increased Germany's observed shares such that they became closer to the theoretical predictions. Second, Ireland's independent policies aimed at increasing the country's human capital and the country's attractiveness to inflows of foreign capital led to a re-ordering of its shares. Lastly, the 1992 Single Market initiatives promoted further convergence in goods prices and factor rewards. As indicated in last column of The KS test is a "goodness of fit" test whose D-statistic measures the maximal distance between two cumulative frequency distributions. In this test, the null hypothesis is that both sets of shares come from a common distribution against the alternative hypothesis that they do not. As the results in Table 5 indicate, we can reject the null hypothesis that actual and theoretical shares arise from the same distribution only for "World-64". This RTAs evidence the most substantial increases in integration over time. In contrast, Figure 2 shows the level of integration among US states remained relative constant over time, notwithstanding some movement toward less integration in the 1990s as US states gained greater fiscal autonomy implying less fiscal coordination. Figure 3 indicates that the relatively high level of integration of the Andean Community indicated in Table 4 masks a marked decline in its level of integration over time. Similarly, Figure 7 indicates a general decline in the level of integration among Bangkok Agreement countries. Finally, Figure 9 indicates that the level of integration of our "world" of 64 countries increased only slightly over time. This finding is perhaps surprising, given the common perception that the processes of globalization have meant freer movement of goods and factors among
countries. Yet, this results is perhaps less surprising than at first glance, since our theoretical requirements for complete integration include the complete harmonization of economic as well as social policies.
[Insert Figures 1 to 9 about here]
Conclusion
This paper derived a set of specific relationships expected to arise between economies who are members of a fully integrated economic area (IEA). One key relationship expected to hold for any IEA member is the equal-share relationship that links a member's shares of total IEA output and factors supplies. Given the equal-share relationship, it was demonstrated that full harmonization of all economic and social policies across IEA members implied that members' output and factor shares were expected to evolve randomly. The randomness of output and factor share was then shown to imply that the distribution of each share across IEA members would exhibit Zipf's Law. This result allowed us to develop a method for computing, for an IEA of fixed size, the theoretically expected values of each IEA member's output and factor shares. These theoretical share values were then used along with observed share values to derive a measure of the level of integration within any economic group.
For the year 2000, our integration measures indicated that the group comprised of 14 "core" EU countries had the highest level of integration. US states had the next highest level integration, measured to be about 79% of the integration level of the EU group. The Andean Community ranked third in terms of its level of integration, measured to be about 64% of the integration level of the EU country group. The remaining country groups all evidenced substantially lower levels of integration, with values of our integration measures at most 41% of the value obtained for the EU group. The least integrated group was a "world" comprising 64 countries, with a level of integration only 1% the level exhibited by the EU group. A surprising finding was that the measured integration level of our "world" increased only slightly over time. Finally, formal statistical tests for the conformity between the theoretical and actual distribution of shares indicated that, except of the world of 64 countries, in no case could the hypothesis of non-integration be rejected.
Apart of offering, for the first time, a numerical indication of the degree of integration, perhaps a key contribution of our analysis is to suggest that greater factor mobility and reduced barriers to the flow of goods between countries can be expected to lead to the emergence of the equal-share relationship. The latter, when coupled with harmonized economic and social policies, offers new insights into the distribution of economic activity in an integrated economic area and the relative growth performance of its members.
Botswana, Cuba, Laos, Namibia and Swaziland were obtained from Penn World Table 6 .2.
Missing values for Angola in PWT 6.1 and PWT 6.2 for years 1997-2000 were computed from the World Development Indicators (WDI) database by applying the WDI growth rates of real GDP to the existing real GDP data in PWT 6.1.
Physical Capital
Country physical capital stocks were computed in three steps. First, for country n, real investment in each year was computed using the following formula: were obtained from PWT 5.6 for the latest year available, 1992, and for the following variables: 15% for producer durables; 3.5% for nonresidential construction; 3.5% for other construction; 3.5% for residential construction; 24% for transportation equipment. An overall depreciation rate was then computed as the weighted average of the above depreciation rates with weights being the share of each type of investment in the total. This was done for Malawi, Mauritius, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela and India. For countries with lacking data on depreciation rates, the average of the depreciation rates of countries in the same trade agreement were used instead., The depreciation rate for Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Tanzania is the average of the depreciation rates of Malawi, Mauritius, Zambia and Zimbabwe; the depreciation rate for Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Cuba is the average of the depreciation rates of Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela; the depreciation rate for Bangladesh, China, Laos, Sri Lanka and Korea Republic is the depreciation rate for India.
Given data on real investment and the rate of deprecation for each county, the stock of physical capital at time t was constructed using the perpetual inventory method: 
Human Capital
Each country's stock of human capital is measured as the product of its population aged 15 and over and the percent of its population aged 15 and over with a secondary level of education. This measure of human capital stock does not account for differences in the quality of schooling across countries.
23
23 Recent work has sought to improve on international measures of human capital. International test scores of students at primary and secondary levels provide useful information on the quality of education. The International Adult Literacy Survey is a very promising attempt to measure directly the skills of workforce for international comparisons. However, these measures are at present restricted by a limited sample that consists mostly of OECD countries (Barro and Lee, 2000) . 16 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 Inverse of Kullback-Leibler Divergence I-KLD I-SKLD
